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Panchatantra stories in English often

use animal characters to impart

timeless wisdom. “The Greedy Crane

and the Wise Crab” is a tale that

illustrates the consequences of greed

and the...
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Panchat ant ra st ories in English often use

animal characters to impart t imeless wisdom.

“The Greedy Crane and the Wise Crab” is a tale

that illustrates the consequences of greed and

the power of quick thinking.
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In a lush forest , there was a serene pond where

many aquatic animals lived peacefully. Among

them was a cunning crane who often looked for

ways to tr ick others for his own gain. During one

part icularly dry season, the water in the pond

began to dry up, causing great concern among

the fish, frogs, and other creatures living there.

The Deceptive Proposal
of the Greedy Crane
Sensing an opportunity, the crane approached

the pond’s inhabitants with a proposal. He

claimed to know of a larger, deeper pond not far

The Greedy Crane

and the Wise Crab
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away, where there was plenty of water. He

offered to carry them to this new pond one by

one in his beak. Desperate and naive, the animals

agreed to the crane’s plan.

However, the crane had no intention of helping

them. Instead, he flew each animal to a secluded

rock and devoured them. When it  was finally the

wise crab’s turn, he suspected the crane’s

intentions and insisted on riding in the crane’s

beak while holding onto his neck with his claws.

Panchatantra stories in English

Panchatantra Stories in
English: The Crab Outsmarts
the Greedy Crane

As they flew, the crab noticed that they were

heading in a direction different from what the

crane had described. He t ightened his grip and

demanded to be taken to the new pond. Realizing

he was caught, the crane tr ied to deceive the
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crab, but the crab, with his sharp claws,

threatened to strangle him.

Panchatantra Stories: The Wise
Crab’s Justice

Fearing for his life, the crane confessed his evil

deeds and begged for mercy. The wise crab

directed the crane to take him to the actual pond,

and upon arrival, the crab t ightened his grip

further, killing the crane to prevent him from

harming any other creatures. The crab returned

to the drying pond and warned the other animals,

saving them from the greedy crane’s deceit .
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Moral: The Dangers of Greed
and the Importance of
Vigilance and Wisdom

This Panchatantra story teaches us about the

dangers of greed and the importance of vigilance

and wisdom
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